AVNUAL REPORT OF THE FORESTRY DEPARTMENT
FOR THE YEAR 985

TNTRODUCTION ~ SUMMARY

Géneral

Progréss in forostry development continued at a high
rate during the year under TeView. AlL the targets set
for the ycar, the main of which were tha following, were
achicved 3 -

Protection of the forest, 05pecially against fires;
reforestation of -burnt and: other baxe areasy; production of
timber and other foregt products, seeds and scedlimgs;
tending of forest crops; rational managemcnt of the forests;
forcst education; forest rescarch; application of Forest
Englnoerlng with a viow To mdlntaln, improve and expand the
forcst roads, thc fOILSt talocommunlcatlons and ‘forest
buildings, to SGCULG ncw machlnury and equipment and +t0
maintain the c¢xisting; conservation of naturc in forest
arcas; csbtablishiient, cxpansion and maintengnce of picnic situsg
provision of cmployment to forcst villages;

Rxpenditure.

With a view %o achicve tli¢ above targehs £1,820,901,00
and £1 , 307,902,00 WuIG approved in the Ordlnary and Development
Budgets 1cspoctlvcly. .Thé total amount spent, oub of both
Budgebs was mE 995 949 00 (1 Ca about 96&) ' S

BEVENUE

" Apart from the indircet bencfits of the forests, which
cannot bo calculated in terms of monecy, an amount of
£1,154,608,00 was collectod by the Forcstry Department
as rovonuu 1n 1985. An addltlonal amount of £146,306,00
reprcSGntlng forcst produots sold an crcdlt is still 'to be
coLlocLod. . ' o ' '

FOREST - PROTECTION,

As emphasisad in the Annual Reports of recent years,
the protoction of cxisting forests against fires, ocspacially
during the prolonged dry and hot summors, is the principal
concern of the Forgstry Ssrvice, The following fire protection
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measures were taken during the year undem review :-

a)

D)

c)

d)

e)

Among other activities for the International Year of the
Forest (1985) a "Save our Forests Week™ was celebrated.

A Fire Fighting Task Force consisting of 58 members
was in operation., Its members were employed on
various forest operations at strategic points in
the forest being at the same time on call at any
time through radic telephone.

During the summer months ten Fire Look-Out Stations,

“found on high peaks in the Forest were manned on

a 2h4-hour basis, in order to detect and report forest .
fires.,

About 1,020 kms of forest roads were comstructed and
3,300 kms were widened, In addition 8.550C kms of
vehicle tracks and 19.850kns dextraction roads were
constructed, which serve also as fire traces.

Two water tanks of 20,000 gallonsneaoh'one at
Stremmata(Kambos Division) and one at Argaki tou

Mala (Adelphi Division), as well as one watber bank

of 1,500 gallons a®t Aspres (Limassol DlVlSlon)‘WerB
constructed during the year under Teview. '

In addition two wabter ftanks of 20,000 gallons each ware
constructed, the one at locality “gpitoudhial
Stavrovouni area For the Game and Fauna Service and the
other whithin the Troodog Improvement Board camping site
at Troodos, financed by the Limassol District Office and
the Cyprus Tourist Organisation, Both'will he used by

~the Forestry Bepartment in the event of a five.

Three hydrants one at Stremmata (Kambos Divisdon),

one at Argaki tou Mala (Adelphi Division), and one

at Troodos camping site of the Cyprus Tourist Organisation
were installed om pipes which pass. through the Forest and
on waser tanks, to supply water in the event of a fire,

~to the Departmental fire engines.,
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£) Daily mobile patrols in the forest, but especially
dlong the delinmitation line,were ecarried out throughoutb
the summer month, warning and advising villagers and
others against forest fires. L

g) Lectures on the preventlon and- suppL8551on of forest §
fires were given to tbe National Guard the Pollce :
and the public, Also extensive publicity was made

“through the various mass media,

h) The mechanisation which was initiated in 1978 with
the acguisition of fire fighting vehicles and fire
pumps for the extinction of Forest flres, proved very
successful, At present the Department has at 1ts
disposal seven fire engines and %6 fire pumps of various
types.

i) 1In spite of the measures taken in 1985, fiffepﬁ'fbfésf
flres'broke out and burnt a forest area of 46 ha
(344 dons). The volume burnt was 346 2 R 2.0.B.
It is worth mentlonlng that the year under rev19w
was tHe 10th best year 'as regards ares burnt, 331moekﬂ886
The area burnt in 1964 was 160 Ha (1, 196 donums ).

| Ali flﬂea wersa put under control almost immediately

after they broke out the largest of thenm, whlcb burnt
an area of 38 Ha (284 dons), started from private lands
in the neutral zone and due todﬁavourable‘condlﬁlpns
ezpanded very rapidly.

The usual plotecblon maasures were taken qgalnst 11L1c1t
grazing and other offencos, whlch were llmlted.

Sprwylng from the.air which was initiated in 1980 was
continued during the.year under review against ‘the pine -

Prosessionary caterpillar, using Baccillus thurigiensis.

REFORESTATTION,

An area of 561 Bﬁ.(4 196 don&mé):was réforested while
an 1rea of 108 Ha (804 donums) which was cultivated will be
sown or planted in 1986, The total amount spent on
reforestation was £307,207.~ and it was less than that of the
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previous year by £35,085.- Raforestatlon was net only carried
out in Paphos, Troodos, Adelphi, Limassol and Macheras.

Forests but also in other bare areas such as Randi,Aspromouttil,
Larnaca Airport C, Sotira, Larnaca Salt Lake, Ayil Saranta,

Ay. Napa, Xylophagouw, Moutti tou Ziou, Karris IT,V,VI,XI,XIII,
XVIT, Paedégogical Academy Forest, Kakoradjia A and Athalassa.

Fourteen bulldozers were employed almost continuously
for ground preparationy threze of which were Menzi-Muclk suiltable
for climbiﬂg and working on steep slopes, A big number of
labourers were also eumployed for planting and sowing. The
Menzi Muclks are used to construct small catastrips whers the
use of bulldozers was impossible or not indicated for
gnvironmental purposes.

FOREST BEXPANSION,

During 1985, the work of the Expansion Division was
fruitfully continued. Thus an area of 444,85 Ha (3,302 donums)
found at Alambra, Louvoutjina Lympia, Petrophani, Afdellero,
Kornos, beinou, Larnaca, Pyrga, Psewdas,Voroclini, Kella and
. Tefkara was declared as Main State Forest, Namely the
following were deciared as Main State Forests: Alambra,
Vounari %tou Atiou I & II, Astrofegia I-V, Vouyiss, Stavrovouni,
Airport C, Chorteri, Vorbclini, Scouros and Dhipotamos I & II,

At the same time the procedure of bringing under
forestry more lands,covering an approximate area of 498 Ha
(3,722 donums) in the village boundaries of Kokkinotrimithia,
Ayios Epifanios Orinis, Prastio Kellakiou, Anafotia, Tersefancu,
Alethrico, Klgvdia ,Kivisily, Ora,Psematismenos, Ayia Anna,
Agligidhes, P,Lakatamia,F. iDhaftera, P, Dheftera, Anayla,
Ergates,Aredhiou, Malounta, Pera Orinis, Klirou, Polatico,
Yeri,Ayii Vavatsinias, Aradippou, Afdellero,Knahi ané Asgata.
is nsaring coﬁpletion. These areas are derelidt and '
dry and will be afforested as soon as possible, for purposes
inter alia of recreation,amenity and environmental amelioration,
A further area of 1,%00 Ha (9,715 donums) is under study for
declaration into Main State Foressts.
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TIMBER PRODUCTION AND DISPOSAL,

During the year under review timber extraction and supply
To Local wood~worLlng industries continued in a satlsfautory vz

A volume of 5&,561 m3 R.0.B. of gresn ﬁlmber WaSs
extracted from various State Forests and sold to the Cyprus
Forest Industries Co. Ltd., and to private individuals, for
the production of constructional tlmber, chipboard, box~
shooks etc. An amount of 5,634 m”’ R,0,B « 0f branchwood,
delivered to.C.F.I, for particle board is included in the
above figuré;._mhe‘revenue of the Department from timber .
gales was about £747,387.~ In additihon timber valued at
£146,306.~ was sold to the Cyprus Forest Industries Co.
Itd,, on credit, N :

DuLlng 1985 the operation,of Platania Sawmill continuad
at intervals and 47 m5 of sawn timber were produced. Part
of the sawn timbsr was -used Departmentally for the construction
and maintenanve of Forest buildings and part was sold or
glven free of charga to various Departments.

--Tbe,ﬂorestry_Dapartmgnt issued 59 sawmill permits during
1985, o

1

_ Durln@ the same yuar the net value of 1mported timber
and timber products amounted to w24 064,691,~ as agaﬂnst
£28,683,752,~ in 1984 i,e, a decrdasc of 16,11% was observed.

STIVICULTURE .

- During the year under review, among other silvicultural
treatments, at@ention was given to ths watering of plants
especially in the plaing and most .0f the funds .for silviculture
were spent for this purpdse. An area of about 1,142 Ha
(8,536 donums) was ltreated silviculturally at a cost of £54,620,-

Although the year under review was not a good seed year,
the wcollection of the year with the stock of seed from last
year, was adesquate to cover the Departmental needs and
requests for export. A guantity of about 1,963 kgs of seed
was collected at a total cost of £8,387,~ A quantity of 2.20
kgs was exportaed at a revenue of £24,00 cents,
ees/VL
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The prodution of seedlings in the Departméntal
nurscries was adeguats, A numbsr of 387,557 gseedlings were
raiged compared to 420,796 in 1984, The seedlings produced
in 1985 plus the stock of 1984 reached 778,553 including
5,940 ssedlings taken over from the Agricuiltural Department.
Out of thé total quanbtity 101,333 wers used Departmentally,
280,992 were sold to the public or other Government
Dopartmcnts, and 34,222 were issued fres of charge to sbthools,
village authorities and other organizaiions and institutions
for planting on public or communal lands;- Also, 14,531 plants
were issued Ffrec of charge. to private individials for forestation
of privately owned.

FOREST MANAGEMENT.,

a) The inventory of Pinus nigra which was initiated in 19¢4,
wag succgssfully completed in 1985; The inventory method
used is the "Two Stage Sampiing’, A total of 207 sampls-
plots of 0.2 Ha each were measurcd at Troodos Porcst. The

rogults derived are the following 3

The total volpme on 4,642 Ha (34,699 donums ) enumerated was
catimated to about 492,259 m® R.0.B, The mean volume po¥
hoctare was ostimated to about 106 m3 R,0.B, The sampling
grror is & 10,59%. On the basis of the inventory results .oz
initiated the propsration of equations for detsrmining the
volumé of Pinus nigra,

) During 1985, & total of 25 permancnt sample plots in young
plantations of Pinus brutia found at Paphos and Adelphi

Forests were re-measured for growth studiss. With the he Lp
of an clectronic calculator were cstimated the total voluma
both R,U.B. and R,0,B, of sach sample plot, the mean

diameter, the mean helght se.t.c.

¢) During 1985 a Management Plan was preparcd for the
dovalopment of Limassol Main State Forest to a "Wild Life
Park? and the croation of an “"Envirommsntal Center®,
The Yermasoyia dam was also included in the Managsment
Plan, The main eims of the plan arc the protection of tas
gnvironment, cnvironmental gducation and public recrcation,

ewe/Vil~



The Management plan is dilvided into two main panrts,
The "Dosmriptive Part™ where the present situation, management
ég,t.c. are described and the "Prescriptive Part" whore the
objectiyé‘aims are set and suggeétiong are made for achieving
them, Thc plan was submitted to the Ministry of Agriculturc and
Na%ﬁral Resources Tox consideration and further action.

d) During the. year, 1,248 Ha (9,329 dons) of forest land
wore leased for Agricultural and Animal husbandry pruposcs.
Fi?e_ prospecting psrmits, twelve quarry licences and two
mining liccnces wers issued in- State Forasts. .

FORESTRY EDUCATTION.

. The Cyprus Forestry College completed in 1985 its

34rd Academid year, Eight Cypriot students, two from Gambiha,
two from Fiji Islands, one from Ugsnda, onc from Ethiopia,

one from Belize and one from the Sudan, obtained their Diploma.
Two six-month post-diploma courses, werc also organlsud and sovon
candidatcs from abroqd obtaingd the nghor Dlploma in WOTuStfjr
The 35th Academic year bcgan on the 2nd Octobur, 1985 with a
complement of 31 students out of whom 16 were Cypriots and

15 from other counbrics. S |

A number of officers of the Department parﬁlclpated at various

international Conferencas, Seminars etc,
FORESTRY RESEARCH,

Forest Hesearch and PubLchLy wera conulnucd on the

sem¢ lines as in past ysars, against an aprndlture of &4,588,-

In summary, Resecarch dealt with the gariching of theo
Cyprus flora through introduction and trial of exotics, with
forcst genetics for production of good quality seed through
the establishment of Seed Orchards, with Trec Banks and Arboreta
and with foregst protestion against insects and fungi;

FOREST BNGINEERING.

5) Forest Roads.

The construction of new forest roads and. improvement
of existing oness, constitutes an important aspedd of the worlk
of the Department, as roads ssrve on the one hand forest
protection, tonding and exploitatien and on the other hand -
tourism ond communicatlon between forest villages.
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During the year under review fThe following work was
carried out by the Forest Departmenti :

é 1,020 kms of forest road st a cost of £5,967.-

~ 8,550 kms of Vehicle tracks at a cost of £12,539.-~ .

= 19,850 kms of extraction roads at a cost of £79,959.-

5 %,300 kms of road widening at a cost of 4,999 ,~

~ Construction of one pipe culvert at Xyliatos Dam at a
cost of £796.-

In addition the Departmelt undertook the construction
of 1,200 kmg Toad at Chromion on behalf of the Cyprus:
Telecommunication Authority at s cost of £3,114,~

Tn addition 1,332 kms of roads, 618 kms of vehicle tracks
and 515 kms of extraction roads, were maintained at a cost of

8554254~

_ The tobal mileage of forest roads by the end of 1985
was 1,332,630 kms of forest roads, 626,870 kms of vehicle
tracks and 534.545 kms of extraction roads.,

b) TForest Telecommuhications.

The Forestry Department malntains a well-organised
telecommunication network for proper. forest proteciion and
management, An amount of &£33,251.- was spant for its mainten-ncs
and an amount of £2,481.~ was spent for its extension and
improvement, This telecommunication system at the end of 198D
consisted of the following: s

4@6.710 kms of telephons lines

\~]’,

I~ 387 telephone instruments
- O telephone switch-boards
- g V,H,F, radio links (116 sets)
- 4 ¥V, ,H.,F., control stations

- 15@ mobile radio telephones

- 134 portable radioctelephones

- 11 loudspeakers (fixed on vehicles)
- 7 loud hailers (portable)

- 3 radiotelephons repeaters
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@) TForest Buildings:

During 1985 a ﬁewsﬁorqy=was built at Vouni Fire Look-out
Statlon, .Also additional works were carried out on Kakomallis
Fire Look-oub Sﬁation and on two housés, one at Kakomallis and

ons at at Yefiri tis Panuylas, agalnst a total ex pendlture of
£6,092, ~

~The Cyprus Toufist Organisatioh financed majo:‘improvemehts,
to the Troodow Improvement Board camping site at a cost of &£9,740. -

Major improvements were carried out at Yialia, and -
Stavvos Psokas Rest House as well as usual repairs to other
ﬁorest bulldlngs at a cost of &14 , 852, - Equlpmeﬂt for varlous
forest statlons was purchuseé at a cost of 55,142 -

a) Machingry and Plant.

During-ﬁ985.minor machinery and equipment of_a va;uq of
2,994 ,~ was purchased., For the-runnipg;and.mainténahce.Df
all Machinery and Vehicle (including fuel and lubricandss butb
axe luding the wages of drivers) an amount of £234,223,- was
spent. g o B ' L

HATURE CONSERVATION AND FOREST RECREATTON,

The Department of Forests ~during 19&5 contrlbuted grthL
tpwards the effort undertaken by the Mlnlbﬁry of Agrlculture
and Natural Resources for Nature Consérvation, through various
aoﬁlVltles, the maln ones oolng Lhe following:

a) The Department intensified its efforts through the
-organisation of lectures, voluntary work, céremonies
and speeches through radioc and T,V, for sxpansion of
tree planting and protection of MNature. - ‘

b) The'effective protection of the Cyprus mouffion
(Ovis ammon orientalis Oyprius) continued and the

animal is now on the increass.

¢) One of the fallow deer (Dama-dama) introduced by the
Depaztiient in 19871 and kept at Platania Forest Station
died at the end of 1985, The thres fallow deer
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(two female and one rale) which were donated-to the;
Forestry Depurtuemt by the Swiss Government in 1983
and are kept at Stavros Forest Staulon, next to the
moufFLon enelosumé have given birth to ons young +
female . S0 NOW, together with the young male
borné? in 4984, there is a female young. '

d) An amount of £21,289.- was spent for improvement and/ or
extension of the picnic places, In addition £21,288.~
were spent for the mainbenance and cleaning of the picnic

places within the forests.

e) Lhc Forestry Department esbablished a Nauure Trall at
Atamas Forest of,_ lenghh of 5.2 kus, ' '

“The cost £6,004.~ was defrayed by the ..Cyprus Tourist
Organisation, Another Nature Trail was astablighed at
Cavo Greco of a lengtb.of 1.3 kms alt a tobal cost of
wﬂ ,241.~ again financed by the same organlsatlon.

The four Nature Trails at Troodos.and the two new tralls
attractmany walkers from both OJyprus and abroad. |

£) The council of Ministers in June 1985 declared an area of
357 Ha(2,670 dons) in Anhalassa Main State Forest into a
National Forest Park. o o

'PROVISIOW OF EMPLOYMENT TO FORHEST VILLACLS

Under the socio—-economic policy of the Govevment
which 18 expressed also through the Department of Forests,.
employment was provided %o the inhabitants of forest Villagés.
The total employment offered to both casual and reguLar
employees was 434,720 working hours, against an expendltur
of £808,896,~ DBesides the labourers employed directly by the
Forestry Department, an additional numbsr of woodcutters was
also solf-employed through tenders or otherwise 1n felling
and transport of Iuwwmaterlal from the forests to varlous

foresgt industries,
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