ANNUAL REPORT OF THE FORESTRY DEPARTHENT
FOR THE YEAT! 1988.

SUMMARY
GENERAL .

Progress in forestry development continued at a high rate
during the year under review.: All the. targets set for the
year, the main of which were the following, were achieved:
——-Protection of the forest, especially aéainst'fireso

—-—-Reforestation of burnt and other bare arcsas.

—-Production of timber and other forest products, sceds
and seedlings. S

—--Tending of forest crops.
~—-Rational management of the forests.
—-—Forest education.

~~ Preparation of management plans For the protaction
and development of natural environment.

—~Forest research.
—--Application of Fforest engincering with a viaw to:
—-Haintain, improve and expand the forest roads,
the forest telecommunications and forest buildings.
--To sacure new machinery and cguipment and to maintain
the existing.

—— Initiation of computerised methods in data recording
and processing.

—-Conservation and protection of nature in forest arcas.

——Public recreation through the cstablishment, expansion
and maintenance of picnic and camping sites.

—-Estabiishmant and maintenance of Nature Trails.
——Protection of flora and Faunsz.

——Lonservation of Nature Moduments;

~~Provision of employmcnt tg forest villages.

EXPENDITURE.

With a view to achicve the above targets £2,414,834 and
£1,485,140 ware approved in the Ordinary and Development
Budgets respectively. The total amount spent out of both
Budgets was £3,713,270 {i.¢. about 95%). :



REVENUE.
apart from the indirect benefits of the forests, which

cannot be cllculated in terms of money, an amount of
£348,216 was collected by the Porestry Department as
revenue in 1988. An additional amount of £154,616 repre-
senting forest products sold on cradlt is still to be col-
lected,

FOREST PROTECTION.

The protection of existing forests against fires, espe-
cially during the prolonged dry and hot summers, 1s the
principal concarn of the Forestry Service. The following
fFire protectlon measures ware taken during the year under
review: -

a) The "Save our Porests Week" which was initiated in 1985
was celebrated again in 1988, In addition a Y"Save the
Forests Day" was celebrated in all the schools of Cyprus

in co-operation with the Ministry of Education.

b} A Fire Fighting Task Torce consisting of 80 members
was 1in operation. Its members were employed on various
forest opsrations at strategic points in the forest, being
at the same time on c¢all at any time through radio
telephone,

c} During the summer months thirteen Fire Ldak—Out Sta-
tions, found »n high peaks in the Forests were manned on a
24-hour basis, in order to detect and report forest fires.

d) About 4.02 kms of forast roads were constructed and
32.00 kms wore widened., In additicn 6.95 kms of vehicle
tracks and 19.10 kms of extraction roads were constructed,
which serve also as fire traces.

&) Two water tanks., one at ¥Yialia Division and cne at
Troodos Division were constructed during the vyear under
review. ‘ : ' %
Five 'new hydrants were .installsd on pipes which pass
through the Forest and on water tanks. tc supply water in
the event »f a fire, to the Departmental fire engines.

£f) Daily mobile patrols in the forest, espscially along
the delimitation line, were carried out throughout  the
summer months, warning and advising villagers and others
against forest fires. .

g} Lectures on the prevention and suppression of forest:
fires were given to the National Guard, the Police and the
public. Also extensive publicity was made through the
various mass medio. :

h) . The mechanisatibn for the extinction of Forest fir@s:
was successfully continuwed. At present the Dezpartment has



at its disposal seven fire engines and 59 fire pumps of
various types.

i) In spite of the measures taken in 1588, twenty-six for-
est fires broke out and burnt a forest area of 750 ha.
The volume burnt was 10,773 m3 R.0.B. All fires werse put
under centrol almost immediately after +they brokes out,
except two. The first fire which burnt an area of 640
ha, started from the occupied arsa of PBetra village and
‘due to favouvrable conditions (strong wind and high temper-—
ature) expanded very rapidly to the forest area which is
under the control of the Government of Cyprus. The other
one started during military exercises of +the British
troops at Akamas and burnt an area of 53 ha.

The wusual protection measures were taken against illicit
grazing and othesr offences, which wers limited.

Spraying from the air which was initiated in 1980, was
continued during the year under review against th; pine
Pr055551onary catarnlllar using Bacillus thurigiensis.

REFORESTATION.

An area of 5800 ha was reforested, while an area of 256 ha
which was cultivated will be sown or planted in 1983. The
total amount spent on reforestation was' £335,643. Refore-
station was not only carried out in Paphes, 1roodos Adel-
phi, Limassol and Macheras forests but zlso in othbr bare
areas such as Orites, Vouyies, Achna I,II, Sotira,
Ormithia, Voroclini, Lourka I,ITI, Xylophagou, Moutti tou
Ziou, BAsgata, Dypotamos, Stavrovouni, Athalassa, Poedago-~
gical Academy’ Forest, Kakoradjia A, Kato Vouno, Kafkalla
and Lithero, o

Eighteen bulldozers werc employed almost continuously for
ground preparation, three of which were Menzi-Muck suit-
able for cllmblng and working on steep slopes and a big
number of labourers were also employed for planting and
sowing.

FOREST EXPANSION.

During 1588, the work of the Expansion Division was conti-
nuad.

The procedure of bringing under forestry more lands, cov-
ering - an approximate area of 1,896 ha found in Larnwcu
Limassol, Paphos and Nicosia: dlstrlcts is nearing comple—
tion. These areas are derelict and dry and will be affo-
rested as soon as possible, for purposes inter alia of
recreation, amenity and environmental amelioration.’

A further area of 1,128 ha is under study for declaration
into Main State Forestsn
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TIMBER PRODUCTION AND DISPOSAL.

During the year under review timber extraction and supply
to 1local wood-working industries continued in a satisfac-
tory way. S

A volume of 44,745 m3 R.0.B. of timber was =2xtracted from
various State Forests and sold to tha Cyprus Forest Indus-
tries Co. Ltd., and to private individuals, for tha -‘pro-
duction of constructional timber, chipboard, box-shocks
etc. An amount of 1,315 m3 R.0.B. o¢f branchwood {rans-
ported to C.F.I., is included. The revenuc of the Depari-
ment from timber sales was about £606, 781. In addition
timber valued at £154,561 was sold to the Cyprus Forost
Industries Co. Litd., on credit.

The Forestry Deparfment issued 60 sawmill permits during
1988.

SILVICULTURE.

During the vyear under review, among other silviculiural
treatments, attention was given to the watering of plants
{196 ha), especially in the plains and most of the Funds
for silviculture were spent for this * purpose. Addition-~
ally an area of about 551 ha was treated silviculturally
{thinnings., clermnings ztc).

The total amocunt spent was £75,289.

Elthough the year under review was not a good: seed yaar),
the c¢ollection of the vyear with the stock of seed from
last year, was adeqguate to cover the Departmental neads and
reqguests for export. A guantity of about 2,053 kgs of
seed was collected at a total cost of £8,%00. 4 guantity
of 32,00 kgs. exportad at a revenue of £669.

The production of ssedlings in tho Departmental nurseries
,was adaquate. & number of 440,188 scedlings were raised
.compared to. 427,039 in 1987. The seedlings produced in
-1288 plus the stock of 1987 reached 774,606, Out of the
total quantity 165,726 wera usad Departmentally, 214,857
ware scld to the public or other Government Deanartments,
and 41,412 were issued frez of charge to.schools, village
authorities and other crganizations and institutions for
planting on public or communal lands. Also, 27,435 plants
woere issucd free of charge to private individuals for
forestation of privately owned properties.

FOREST MANAGEMENT.

'a) In accordance with the new national neads and reguire-
ments, during 1288 a preparatory work has bean dona for
the vevision of the classification of the Main State For-
@sts. Special attention was glven to Nature Consarvation
and Forest Amenity; the azrea of the National Forest Parks
and Nature Reserves was increased considerably. As  a
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.éonsequenée of this revision it is estimated that the sus-
tained yield will be dicreased from 57,000 +to 45,000 m3
Rno-.B-l: . ’ . ’ S .

b} Tha programme of Technical Co-operation with the Food
and pgriculture Organisation (FRO) For the computerization
of Forest Management has beoon comnpleted. The result of
the zpplication of this programme was the supply of a
sufficiant number of hardware and software to the Forostry
Department which are used very effectively. The Depart-
ment has at its disposal five computers.

c) During the year, 1,123 ha of forest land werc leased
for Agricultural and Animal husbandry purposes. One pPro-
specting permit, eleven quarry licences and three mining
licences were issued in State Forests.

FORESTRY EDUCLTION.

The Cyprus Forestry College completed in 1988 its 37th
academic vyear. Five Cypriot and five toreign students,
obtained their Diploma. Two six-month Post-Diploma courses
wera also organised and nine candidates from abroad
obtained the Higher Diploma in Forestry. The 38th &ca-
demic year began on the 2nd October, 1288 with a comple-
ment of 26 students out of whom 19 were Cypriots and 7
from other countries.

L two wesks educatiocnal tour to Greece was orgdanized in
June, 1588 for the Cyprus Forastry Collegoe students.

4 group of students from the Merrist Wood College
(England) wvisited- Cyprus Forests between 12.5.1%88 and
21.5,1988 con =a study tour. Alsp in March 1988 eleven
Students from Amman Baccalcurezate School {Jcrdan) visited
the Cyprus Forestry College and they were informed on the
College's activities. '

A number of officers of the Departmant pafticipated at
various internaticnal Conferences, Seminars wstc.

FORESTRY RESEARCH,

Forest Resenrch and Publicity were continued on the same
lines as in past 7ears, against an oxpenditurs of £7,626.

In  summary, Research dealt with the enriching of the
Cyorus flora through introduction and ‘trial " of exotics,
with forest genetics for production of gooad quality seed
through the establishment of Seed Orchards, with Tree
3anks and Arboreta and with forest protection against
insects and fungi.



FOREST EMGINEERING.

a) Forast Roads.

The construction of new forest roads and the improvement
of existing ones, constitutes an important aspect of the
work of the Department, as roads serve on .the one hand

forest protection, tending and exploitation and on the
other hand tourism and communication between forest vil-
lages.

During the vyear under reviow the following work was car-
ried out:

—- 4.02 kms of forest road at a cost of §14,127

'—— 6.95 kms of vehicle tracks at a cost of £17,970.

-- 19.10 kms of extractien voads at a cost of £79,585.

-~ 35,00 kms of road widening. at a cost of g£13,894.
In addition 1,338 kms of roads, 638 kms of vehicle tracks
and 578 kms of extraction roads, were maintained at a cost
of § 631,666, ‘
Thé tota1 milecage of forest roads by the a2nd of 1883 was
1,342.44 kms of forest roads, 644.89 kms of vehicle tracks

and 596,21 kms of eztraction roads.

b) Forest Telecommunications.

The Foraestry Department maintains a weall-organised tele-
communication network feor preoper forest protection and
managcecment. An  amount of £35,570 was spent for its
maintenance 2nd  an  amount of £20,310 was spent for its
extension and improvement. This telecommunication system
at the end of 1988 consisted of the follewing:-

-—~ 40%.83 kms of telephone lines

-- 406 telephone instruments

~-- 58 telephone switch-boards

-- 18 V.H.F. radio links

~— 4 V. H,.F., control stotions

~— 213 mobile radic telephones

-— 231 portable vadiotzlephones

—— 4 radiotelephone repeaters



c) Forest Buildings.

During the year under reviow a new Fire Lock-ount Station
was erzcted at Moni (Adelphi Division). Also, major
improvements were carried out on the canteen of Platania
and one house¢ at Stavros tis Psckas TForest ‘Stations
agninst a to total expenditure of g£1%,108.

Major improvements were carried out cn Platres, Amiantos
and Xapcura Forest Stations. on the office of Forest Engi--
near and the canteen at Athalassa as well as ususl repairs
to other Fforest buildings, at a cost of £20,143. Fguipment
for wvarious forest staticons was purchased at a cost of
£3,535,

d) Machinery and Plant.

During 1988 minor machinery and equipment of a valus of
£14,101 was purchased. For the running and maintenance of
all Machinery and Vehicle {including fuel and lubricants
but excluding the wages of drivers) an amount of £223,407
was spent. :

NITURE CONSERVATION .

The Department of Forests during 1988 contributed greatly
towards the effort undertaken by the Ministry of Agricul--
ture and Natural Resources for Naturas Consarvation,
through various activities, the main cones being the fol-
lowing:

2) The Department intensified its efforts through the
organisation of lectures, voluntary work, cercmonies and
speeches through radic and T.V. for expansion of trce
planting and protection of Naturc.

b) The TForestry Department contributed to the preparation
of the "Local Plan® for the Akamas Peninsula, as a member
of the "Spescial Interdepartmental Committee® which was
Formed for this purposc.

c) It also undertook the finalizsntion of the Provisional
Management Plan for the Cavo Greco area, which was pre-
- pared 1in . 1987, through consultations with all othor
. interested Government Departments and Services.

@) The .efforts’ o spot and protect Tree Honuments wore
intensified. The year under review a giant oak tree at
Lania village was acquired.

e) The eaottempt for locating and identifying Cyprus flora
which was initiated -in 19587 in order to protect tham was
continued. Also during the year initiated the creation in
. tha Department of a new boatanical collection.
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£) The effective protection »f the Cyprus moufflon | (Qvis
ammon orientalis Cyprius) continuaed and the animal is now
on the increaseae.

g} The Forestry Department, in <c¢lose cs-operation with
other Government Departments and Ssrvices, continued the
application of various necessary measures for the protec-
tion and preservation of the Valture {Gyps fulvus) in
Cyprus.

FOREST RECREATION.

a) Ln amount of £29,831 was spont for creation, improve-
ment  and  axtension of the picnic and camping places. In
addition £:23,831 were spent for tho maintenance and clean-
ing of thc picnic and camping places within the foroests.

b) The Forestry Department astabliishad a new nature Trail
at Akomas Forest; the zxisting one was also extended. The
total length of both {extension and new) is 4.00 kms. The
cost of the above wasf£6,246 and financed by the Cygprus
Tourism Organisation. The four Hature Trails at Troodos,
the two at Akamas, the one at Kavo Greco, the twe at  Sta-
vros tis  Psokas and thoe one 2t Xyliatos Dom attract many
walkcers from both Cyprus and abroad.

PROVISION OF EMPLOYMENT TO FOREST VILLAGES.

Under the socic-economic policy of the Government, which
is cecxpresseéd also through the Department of Forests,
employment was provided to the inhabitants of forest " vil-
lages. The +total cmployment cffered to both casual and
regular employees was 62,660 work days against an  expen-
diture of £1,144,118. Besides the labourers employead
directly by the Forestry Department, an additional number
of woodcutters was sclf-employed through tenders or other-
wise in felling and transport of raw-material £rom the
forests +to varipus forest industries, at a total of about
14,5329 work days, B o ;
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