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2017 ANNUAL REPORT OF THE DEPARTMENT OF FORESTS 
 
The Mission of the Department of Forests (DoF) is to promote sustainable forest management, 
as well as to improve urban green areas through the development and implementation of 
Forest Policy and Legislation, the protection of forests from fires, climate change and other 
factors, the enhancement of forest protection functions, the protection of biodiversity, the 
promotion of forest recreation and the production of forest products. 
 
Progress in advancing forestry continued at a high rate during the year under review. With a 
view to achieving all the targets set for the year, the amount of €36.458.846 was approved as 
the Departmental Budget for the year 2017. The total amount of the Budget utilised was 
€33.271.950 (i.e. 91.26%). A revenue of €10.998.118 was realized by the DoF during 2017. 
All the targets set for the year were achieved through the implementation of different measures 
and activities. 
 
Target 1: Efficient protection of forests against fires and other agents 
 
Protection of forests against forest fires 
The protection of forests against fires is the principal concern of the DoF. For the prevention 
of forest fires the DoF takes a series of measures such as the preparation and implementation 
of fire protection plans, the development and maintenance of infrastructure (forest roads, fire 
breaks, water tanks and hydrants etc.), the purchase of firefighting equipment and materials, 
recruitment and management of personnel (firefighting squads, implementation of fire duty 
roster, training etc.), patrolling, ground and aerial suppression of forest fires, etc. 
During 2017, 3,28km vehicle tracks and 4 new water tanks were constructed, 5 new hydrants 
were installed and 924,16km of fire breaks were maintained. Also, 2 fire patrol vehicles were 
donated to the DoF. Furthermore, 477 persons were recruited as a Fire Fighting Task Force. 
The total number of fires, in which the DoF participated in their fighting during the year under 
review, was 195. The total state forest land burned in 2017 was 2,59ha while an area of 
955,21ha of haliland and private land was also burned. 

 
Protection of forests against other agents (illegal logging, grazing, pest and diseases) 
For the protection of Cyprus forests against these agents the DoF takes a series of measures 
such as the implementation and enforcement of Forest Legislation in order to protect forests 
from illegal logging, grazing and trespassing, the monitoring of organisms harmful to forests 
including quarantine pests in Cyprus forests, the aerial and ground spraying against insect 
attacks, etc. 
 
Regulation of trade of timber and timber products 
The DoF as the competent authority in Cyprus for trade of timber and timber products is taking 
a number of important measures, like the implementation of EU relevant Regulations regarding 
the control of illegal logging and trade, issuing of licenses for the trade of timber and timber 
products including fuelwood, issuing of licenses for the operation of sawmills, etc. in order to 
tackle illegal logging and regulate the trade of timber and timber products. 
During the year,266 licences were renewed and 49 new licenses were issued for Fuelwood 
Trade, 62 licences were renewed and 11 new licences were issued for Timber and Timber 
Products Trade. Also, during 2017, the Department issued 12 sawmill permits. 
 
Target 2: Effective protection of biodiversity and other ecosystem services 
 
Protection of biodiversity and other ecosystem services 
The DoF takes every effort to protect biodiversity against threats such as fire, urban expansion, 
climate change, overgrazing and the introduction of invasive alien plant species in areas with 
natural vegetation. These activities include among others the conservation of forest 
biodiversity such as the restoration of habitats and of wild flora and fauna species, and 
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monitoring of their state, the preservation of forest reproductive material, the declaration, 
conservation and management of protected areas, the declaration and conservation of tree 
and other monuments, the protection of soils from erosion, etc. 
 
Improvement and expansion of forests and green areas 
The DoF takes every effort, not only to protect, but also to expand and tend forests so these 
can continue providing goods and services on a sustainable basis to society. The expansion 
and improvement of forests and greenery is achieved through a number of activities, such as 
the production and marketing of forest reproductive material, the declaration of haliland as 
state forest, the silvicultural tending of forest stands, the afforestation, the reforestation, the 
restoration of degraded lands, the expansion of forests, the establishment and maintenance 
of road-side plantations, the embellishment of public premises and maintenance of green in 
industrial and other open areas, etc. 
During 2017, 29ha of state forest land was afforested while 301,6ha of state forest land was 
reforested while silvicultural treatments were performed to an area of 1.165,5ha. Also, 
1.625,5kg of seeds were extracted from cones collected during the year and furthermore 
76.768 new plants were produced at the forest nurseries. 
 
Adaptation of forests to climate change and contribution of forests to mitigating climate change 
For the protection of forests against climate change, a number of activities are undertaken by 
the DoF, such as the monitoring of the effects of climate change on forests, the action plan for 
the adaptation of forests to climate change, etc. 
Measures taken to reduce the consequences of drought on forests are the fire prevention and 
suppression, the expansion of forests through afforestation and the reforestation of degraded 
burned forest areas, the monitoring of pests and diseases and the effective control of grazing 
on forest land in order to prevent forest degradation.  
 
Raising of public awareness 
The DoF promotes public awareness through activities, such as the operation of Environmental 
Information and Education Centers, Visitor Centers, Botanical Gardens, the preparation of 
posters, booklets, leaflets and other informative material, the organization of events, the 
participation in events, exhibitions, etc. 
During 2017, the new Cape Greko Environmental and Information Center was launched. 
 
Target 3: Enhancement of forest recreation and other socio-economic functions 
 
Improving Forest Recreation and Tourism and other services 
Forest recreation, tourism and other services can be improved through a number of activities 
such as the formulation of policy and guidelines, the elaboration of studies and plans for 
recreational sites, the construction, maintenance and improvement of recreational sites, the 
preparation of standards and technical prescriptions, the preservation of elements of cultural 
heritage, the provision of employment and contribution to the improvement of the quality of life 
to the inhabitants of rural areas, etc. 
During 2017, 45 picnic sites and 3 camping sites were available to the public. Also, during the 
year one forest trail at Machairas forest area was extended by 1,1km while the route of another 
forest trail at Kapoura valley was redirected by 1,8km. 
 
Disposal of State forest land 
The DoF is responsible for the management of State forest land. It maintains the register of 
the state forest land, it examines requests for leasing of state forest land and it manages all 
the agreements (annual and long term). It manages also issuing of licenses for different 
purposes. State forest land under certain preconditions and terms can be granted, leased or 
exchanged for different reasons and purposes.   
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Building of infrastructure and acquisition of equipment for the management of state forests 
Forest infrastructure and its effective management are important components of sustainable 
forest management.  
The most important activities carried out by the DoF in relation to the above are the preparation 
of architectural and construction plans and studies, for all projects of the Department, the 
erection of new and the maintenance of existing buildings and forest roads, the construction 
of other facilities and structures, the purchase of equipment, etc. 
 
Production and sale of forest products 
Provision of wood and non-wood forest products to the society on a sustainable basis is one 
of the major concerns of the DoF. Extraction of wood plays an important role in local economy 
through labour supply and supply of fuelwood and raw material to small local sawmills. 
During 2017, 17.463m3 of timber were extracted from state forests and sold to private sawmills 
and other individuals for the production of pallets, light weight packaging for fruit and 
vegetables and tailor made products and to private individuals for firewood. 
 
Target 4: Improvement of the policy framework, productivity and education 
 
Planning, implementation and evaluation of forest management 
The management of Cyprus forests is carried out following the principles of sustainability, multi-
purpose forestry, holistic and integrated management and wide participation in decision taking. 
The management of forests is guided by the Statement of Forest Policy, the national forest 
programme, the forest legislation, forest management plans etc. In the context of planning, 
implementations and evaluation of forest management, a number of activities are 
implemented, such as the preparation, implementation and monitoring of Forest Policy, 
National Forest Programme, Strategic Plan, Budget and annual programme of work, the 
evaluation of them through the Criteria and Indicators report, the Annual Departmental Report 
and other reports, the development and implementation of management plans, the execution 
of forest inventories, etc. 
 
Alignment with EU and international forest policy 
The DoF among others, carries out activities such as participation in EU and International 
meetings, following of European and International forest dialogue, harmonization with and 
implementation of Acquis Communautaire, preparation of reports and filling in questionnaires 
requested by international bodies and fora etc. 
 
Improving the productivity and quality of services 
The DoF is engaged in a number of activities in relation to the modernization of the organization 
structure and functioning of the Department, aiming at improving the productivity and the 
quality of services, such as the preparation and implementation of a study for the restructuring 
of the DoF, the simplification of procedures, the introduction of new technology and 
development of new software, the preparation and maintenance of the Departmental website, 
the establishment of a call center for servicing the public, the improvement of cross-sectoral 
and cross-Departmental cooperation. 
 
Improvement of education, human resources development and research 
Forest education and research are crucial to achieving sustainable management and national 
sustainable development goals. Changes in approaches to forestry education are needed as 
forest policies evolve in response to growing demand for forest goods and services. 
Development is being achieved through activities such as the provision of forest education 
through the operation of the Cyprus Forestry College, the restructuring of its programs and 
mode of work, the provision of in-service, public and private training services, the execution of 
small research projects, etc. 
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